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Weird and Wonderful Web Sites

Joel May
Monday, August 13, 2009, at 7:30 p.m.

According to Microsoft's new search engine callBihg," there are more than 124 billion web sitestloa Internet. Many d

these are informative, entertaining, and/or engagiBut some are just plain weird and others ountskie rest as really wondér-

ful. Joel May probably wastes more time than nafais in searching out the weird and wonderful onbsthis presentatio
he'll introduce us to about a dozen of each and/si®how to seek them out on our own.

Joel has spent most of his adult life teachingt fit the Graduate School of Business of the Usityeof Chicago and, subs
quently, at the School of Public Health of the Umsity of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. htéds a BS degree in Ec
nomics from Albright College and an MBA and PhDEoonomics from the University of Chicago. He'srbesing computer
since 1961, the Internet since 1974, PCs since,#8%9the World Wide Web since 1994.
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About PPCUG

Regular Meetings
Second Monday of the month at thg
Lawrenceville Library, Alternate
Route 1 and Darrah Lane.
7:00 PM:Social Time / Tech Exchangsd
7:30 PM: Meeting comes to Order
7:45 PM: Featured presentation

For information about upcoming
meetings or joining PPCUG, see:
http://www.ppcug-nj.org

or email us at:

ppcug.nj (at) gmail.com
(Please include “OK” in the sub-
ject line.)
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Board meetings are held as neede
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Clarke Walker
Members-At-Large:
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609-883-5262

Sol Libes 609-520-9024
Past President:
Clarke Walker 609-883-5262
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Yahoo Moderator:
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2009 Annual Dues

Dues are $40 per calendar year with a

mailed newsletter or $20 per year

with online access to the newslettef.

New members pay $3.25 or $1.75
month times the number of months

1%

.

per

remaining in the current year.

August 2009

At 7:30 p.m. Program Coordinator

Sol

Libes started the meeting. Sol announced
upcoming meetings for other computer

focused organizations in the area.

Gene Barlow via a live web broadcast dis-
cussed backup plans and demonstrated

Acronis True Image.

Submitted by Clarke Walker

Link of the Month

Have you discovered a useful link or add-on? Then share it with the
members of the P PC UG.

Kim was the winner of
the raffle for Acronis
True Image.

by Clarke Walker,Clarke Walker@yahoo.com

Member of the Princeton PC Users Group
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by Ron Hirsckronhirsch1439 (at) comcast.com
Contributing Editor, Boca Raton Computer Society, R, www.brcs.org

INTRODUCTION

Last month we started on managing your icons. In this issue, weetbntinuing the saga of the icons.
When you have completed the exercises below and learned the vatigiigs involved, you will be
on the road to becoming an “expert” to your friends. You can then plaplthef teacher rather than
student.

Currently, there are many different Windows versiamuse so the material which follows may bringauglightly different
listing of choices on your machine, when one riglitks on the desktop. With all these varying ditugs, it is very difficult
to present the many fine points exactly.

In general, the differences will be obvious by dienimspection. When they are not, the most dirppr@ach is just to ex-
periment to see what is produced when a choiceademGenerally, all such choices are reversibl¢hénprocess, you will
get to better understand what is happening. Taotineeaspect of experimenting is usually the bestagmh to understanding
and learning.

Remember what | have been preaching for years immigles. As you become more conversant with ugmg computer,
you will gain more confidence in expanding yourikhons with the most amazing machine that mankirglgraduced. But,
it is only a “machine,” and you should be in chaddet, even though Microsoft tends to try and madtkia charge of you.
You are the boss, and the sooner you let your céenjrnow that, the sooner you will stop feelingrimitlated by it.

DESKTOP
In the latest Window's XP and Vista, MS has matt# af changes, including the default desktop digpd.

| personally don't like it, but that's a mattemoy taste. However, MS did leave the door open tbayk to the older style of
desktop, which you may prefer. If you right click the desktop, there should be a choice to havasaic Windows desk-
top. Try selecting this and see which you'd ratteere. You can always revert back to the new sfyeu choose.

ARRANGE THE ICONS
Right click on an empty space on the desktop anteau will come up. The first item on the XP listiisg“Arrange Icons
by.” Put the focus on “Arrange Icons by,” and yoill get a list with lots of choices on how you wahem arranged.

If you have carefully positioned all your desktapris in the various areas where you want them andige the “Arrange”
feature, they will all line up like soldiers, siag at the upper left part of your screen. Then walihave to manually repo-
sition them to where they were before you starégrhin, this is a good area in which to experiment.

AUTO ARRANGE
In the window that pops up when you click on “Arganicons by”, you will see an entry named “Auto drge.” If you
check this, your icons will always stay arranged, ot in any groups that you have established.

They will all line up like soldiers and stay thaayveven if you move them. They will jump right bdoko line. | personally
don't like using this. But, you can try it to sdeyou’d like it. “Auto arrange” is the equivalent oonstantly invoking the
“Arrange” command.

ALIGN TO GRID
| personally use the “Align to Grid,” which autagls all icons so that rows and columns are sttaMfith this checked,
sometimes when you move an icon, it snaps to aréifit point on the grid.

It will always snap to the nearest point. When ttappens, just click and drag it to where you want.
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In the early days of XP when one had temporarilgted into safe mode, and then returned to normalemithe desktop lay-
out was totally garbled up. Microsoft apparentlypneved things in recent times, the original deskéyut does return now.

ICON ARRANGING UTILITIES

There are also a variety of simple programs aviil&dee on the Internet to save and then restowe gesktop layout. This
can come in handy when something/someone has mapsgaur desktop layout. The one | used is caliedriayout.zip”
but the page for this appears to be gone now. l[iitkisppears to have a similar free program at ZDNE

http://downloads.zdnet.com/abstract.aspx?kw=Sawktdp+icon+layout&docid=185169

What these utilities generally do is add two itdnis the dropdown list when you right-click on yodesktop - “Save desk-
top icon layout” and “Restore desktop icon Layolrowse around for something similar, if you'd liteehave this handy
utility, or try this ZDNET link.

CHANGING ICONS

Except for a few Icons, of which Windows is veryspessive, the icon images that display for thetstitsr on your desktop
can be changed to suit your desires. When you dlighk on an icon, and select properties from thiedaw which shows, a
small window will come up; near the bottom righttbét window is a button marked “Change Icon.”diyclick on it, anther
window will open, with other Windows-supplied icomich are available. The selection is somewhaitdidy but there is a
“Browse” button.

If you have any icon library files on your computelick on the “browse”, and navigate around talfthese libraries. When
you find one, double click on it, and a whole bundlcons will appear, find one you like, then d@ublick on it, click OK,
then when you close the window, you'll have a neanifor that shortcut.

ICON LIBRARIES

If you'd like to get some icon libraries, one oéthest places to go is www.zdnet.com. Once yothgeg, just navigate
around to their download area, and then do a sdarcitons.” You should get lots of results. These generally free files
and there are lots available, so have fun.

Google is also a good hunting ground for icons.aBarch for “icons for Windows XP.” You'll get $oof hits, most of
which are free downloads.

The spacing of icons, color, and many other progedf the desktop layout can also be changed.tBatfs outside of this
area for now.

In a future article, we’ll go over the ways to charyour desktop colors, the sizes of things, thpldy resolution, and many
other elements that can make your display “bettant] easier to use.

STARTING PROGRAMS

Left click on the START button on the lower leftydur desktop. On the menu which comes up, letkadin “All Pro-
grams.” This should bring up a large window thstsliall the programs installed on your computeis Thprobably where
you have been to run a specific program. You woutde the cursor over the desired program and diiekprogram would
then run.

Some of these items are links to start the progeand,others are folders, which you must click &ptily the links that are
within the folder. How about making copies of ti@rtp links for the programs you use often. Ddimg is simple. Put your
cursor on a program shortcut, and then right click.

There should be a listed item “Create Shortcuti€kdhg on this will create another shortcut, witli2d showing that it is the
a duplicate of the original shortcut. Then, drag tinto the desktop. You can now edit the namenaorve the (2), or make it
any name you would like.

CONCLUSION

At this point, take a break, and make sure thatareunow well versed in the icon activities presdrabove. It would also be
a good idea to play with the capabilities you hpst learned, in preparation for the next venttitds will be a major step
for many of you, as we'll be making new foldergliad icons to the desktop, and storing all the scove don't need in a
folder which we'll call “Icons in Storage.”
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Next month, we'll pick up where we left off, and thoough a variety of procedures that you shouldenstand relative to
controlling and manipulating windows. We'll alsoldy” with icons, setting up a storage folder foe #xcess icons that are
presently on display. And, we’ll go through the gaes of getting some new icons on the desktopvi® searching for them
when we want to use them.

Remember, if you learn a little bit each day, ynew skills will make using your computer much easie
If you find this material useful, you may want towehload this article in PDF format, from our wetesiww.brcs.org This

allows readers to keep the material either as aft@Fand/or Ron Hirsch print it out, and placénita loose leaf notebook,
for future reference.

! " #$

by Rick SmithRants (at) vemail.net
Member of the Channel Islands PC Users Group, CAyWw.cipcug.org/ vecomputers.com

Oh where, oh where has my little DOS gone.
Oh where, oh where can it be,

with its life cut short and windows cut long
Oh where, oh where can it be?

Some might say that I'm losing it, but you canmastd what you never had.

Where has DOS gone? Some might say it's still addarthe various forms of Linux. Others might sty buried deep in
Microsoft operating systems waiting to be called lnpa powerful wizard to cast potent spells witboanmand prompt. But
most of us just believe that it's just lost, net@found again. Like a lost pet that you once higicion for, once it's gone
you seem to remember only the good times and sedonget all the problems that it caused you.

DOS does that to people. There are still a fewoaf old-timers,” and you know who you are! Thoseowdit at the dough-
nut table at club meetings and reminisce aboutdgbed ol' days” when all you needed was a Northgatgboard and a
monochrome screen to have absolute power over woud. You know what I'm talking about. Way back & people
spoke about computers with fear and awe. They tinngs better left to experts and shady governreatities. The quick-
est way to kill a conversation in those days watatk command line technobabble. It always madey®re in the room
feel uncomfortable that they couldn’t understand,\like you were speaking a different language.

On the flip side, though, it gave you an incredifdeling of power, that you, and you alone, coulastar the savage beast
and control your own destiny. Neh Ahh Ahh Yahh. rf&times | think all those comic books | read haeen@anently
warped my thinking.) But really, didn’'t you feelespal? That you and you alone, could master somgtthiat would make
others wince and shirk away. You didn’t have tgpbeular at school. You didn't have to be good logkiYou didn’'t have
to be wealthy. You did not have to have any of ¢hibéngs that everyone else needed to be impoNauthad knowledge.

And knowing the secrets of the PC universe, did yse that knowledge to gain wisdom or for greetttnk most of you,
unfortunately, like me, used it for personal gredtk gave ourselves over to the dark side of theefand used our skill to
enrich ourselves financially. But eventually asallggrew older, and some of us wiser, we startexgusr skills to teach and
help others, which led you to me, to read thesede@nd words of others in this tome. You all becantand of brothers
forming the fellowship of the DOS.

And just! And just as your powers were at theirlkpesverything came crashing down like the Jedildf & new power rose
in the universe to supplant the old ways. Windoamse rushing down like a wind from heaven with tretspblazing and
fire and smoke billowing up in great clouds. Andemfhthis behemoth came to rest. its great weigtgherd the last vestiges
of DOS underneath its feet.
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A new group came forth to rule the PC world. A graf men, and, yes, women, too. who knew nothinthefold ways but
were formed from clay in the new ways. These neslyaes grew up in the ways of the PC, each haviedr bwn since they
were young.

Gone was command prompt. In was the mouse. Thedgz# old became legend. And after time they Haa@me forgot-
ten to be remembered by only a few at computer klabtings. There are still a few prophets preacting not to forget the
old ways. | saw one at last month’s meeting givangistory lesson at the club meeting. But theyodgleand feeble now with
most of their words echoing on deaf ears.

So | say to all today! Remember the DOS! Don'tthet old ways die, as you never know when you vélicalled upon as |
have this week to use my skills again. Fortunateiave not been found wanting as | was able taquesh the beast with my
skill at the command prompt. | have beaten downesr@my, but more are waiting to attack.

So be on your guard, be ready, and be faithfuh¢éocause. Put away your mice as they are no usesagach foes. Operate
you PC only with the keyboard and keep yourselflydar the fight. For it shall come. It shall come.

% % $& % '() * +&,

by Brian K. Lewis, Ph.Dhwsalil at yahoo.com
Regular Columnist and member of the Sarasota PCUGslorida, WWWw.SPCU(Q.0rg

In my February 2008 article in the Monitor comparing 32 bit and 6ddnitputing, | was still advising
caution for those wishing to upgrade. Today every new computer is capable of running) gp@abing
system. As a result there are many voices saying if youthaveapability to run a 64 bit operating sys-
tem, you should take advantage of it. Microsoft had previously indicasdwindows 7 would be
available only in a 64 bit version. However, they now say both 32 & 64 tsiions will be sold. There
some speculation in the computer industry that Windows 8 may only be. @bbitappears to be time
to reconsider the move to a 64 bit operating system (OS). Themeaaneadvantages for 64 bit over 32
bit, but in order to better understand them, we need to take a brieftlbolwvahese will affect your de-
cision.

To start with we should recall a little historyn the early days of personal computing the progsssstruction sets were
designed for 8 bit “words”. This was the data gtzat could be used to express a single charactéit i& either a “1” or a
“0". Eight bits were then referred to as a “byteitdahat was considered a computer “word”. In thadags the CPUs we had
were the Intel 8080, the Zilog Z80, Motorola 68aad the MOS Tech 6502. These were all 8 bit pracessith 8 bit data
paths. The Apple I/ll/lle and Commodore Pet alldufee 6502. IBM designed the first x86 CPU whictswalled the 8086
and it was a 16 bit processor. However, when IBbUpced their first personal computer in 1981 itdutbeeir 8088 processor
which was an 8 bit version of the 8086. The neagp stas to the 16 bit processor with the 80286 @msmein 1984. The soft-
ware changes rapidly followed this advance. Thaengk to 16 bit processing allowed the central psmeand the data bus
to transfer data in increasingly larger sizes,reféto as double words. The 32 bit processovexairin 1989 followed by the
64 bit in 2005. As this history shows, the 64 liinputer is just one more generational step in @sing power. In addition,
a computer “word” is now considered to be 16 hiist 8 bits. So a 64 bit processor can handle argpéaword (4x16).
Naturally, the increase in the width of the CPUddaath does increase processing speed.

Every time the hardware has changed, there has deetay while the software manufacturers play hagic Applications

have to be rewritten to take advantage of the hardwhanges including the new instructions in tiRJGnstruction set.
Only then can the application take advantage ofattaed processing power. Although Windows has laweilable in a 64
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bit form since XP was released, it adoption haslupéte slow. Many software manufacturers did naken64 bit versions
of their applications. This coupled with the lindtacceptance of Vista has markedly slowed the 8hift 32 bit to 64 bit.
Another factor in this process is the developmér@4obit drivers for peripherals such as printscanners, graphics cards,
wireless modems, network cards, etc. Microsoftdlas indicated that Windows 7 will not install 64 trivers unless the
software is “Microsoft Certified”. Some manufacttgdnave obtained certification for some of theirtBdrivers. For ex-
ample, my Brother multi-function machine has aified driver for 64 bit Windows. If you don't hawae 64 bit certified
driver, your peripheral will not work under Windows Neither Vista64 nor Win7-64 will accept 32 Bifvers. Something
to check out before you pop for a 64 bit OS. Howgifeyou are buying an upgrade version of Windafyseveral of them
are supposed to come with both the 64 bit and 82ebbsions in the box, but not in the OEM versioRsis specifically ap-
plies to the Home Premium, Professional and Ulttmadrsions (as of this writing and may be subjeathtange by Micro-
soft.).

Another advantage of a 64 bit processor is in igsnory management. By now | would hope that everyorderstands that
the 32 bit generation of computers can addressxnman of 4 gigabytes of RAM. This is the maximumnmher of ad-
dresses that can be handled and is calculated Zf@&a or two to the thirty-second power. This in@acaddresses needed
by the system as well as the data. A 64 bit praressn address 2764 addresses or roughly tenrbifliore than the 32 bit
processor. The catch here is that both the hardmareufacturers and Microsoft have imposed limitagion the address-
able memory. Generally, new personal computer'dimited to 128 GB of memory or less. Some manufaats configure
their laptops for a maximum of 4 GB of RAM. Windo@sS software is also highly variable in its limi&me versions of
Vista limit addressing to as little as 8 GB (Homasi® & Premium). It is expected that these limii8 be raised in Win-
dows 7. For the present, these levels should be than adequate for most people. If not keep indrtat it is the Ulti-
mate versions of Vista and Windows 7 that haverth&imum addressing ability.

The next thing to consider is the software comjilisibJust because you have a new operating systenone really wants
to have to upgrade all their software from 32 bi6# bit. For that reason both Intel CPU's and ARIBU's are not true
native 64 bit processors. They are, in fact, hybrBly this | mean that they allow 32 bit code to i an emulation mode.
Consequently, 64 bit Windows has an emulation mddimdows on Windows, which allows 32 bit softwacete run.
WOW intercepts system calls to the operating systede by a 32-bit application and switches the @82 bit mode. It
can switch the CPU between 32 bit and 64 bit asleskeThis also allows the 64 bit AMD/Intel CPU'srtm a 32 bit OS.
The only true 64 bit, non-hybrid operating systdorsPC's are found in Intel's Itanium processor6@dfand the various 64
bit versions of Linux. Systems using these CPU$ gille you all the benefits of 64 bit computing,tlvaquire all 64 bit
software. Windows WOW®64 also allows for some 32sbitware to run on the IA64 CPU by converting 32chlls to 64
bit. Windows XP, Vista and Win7 contain large raers of dll files. These are system libraries, mahwhich are loaded
into memory when the computer is booted. In theoB4DS, these libraries can not be used by 32dftivare so instead,
there are duplicate libraries written in 32 bit eadcluded in Windows. Microsoft has devised aeysso that these librar-
ies can co-exist on the hard drive and in RAM withoverwriting the files or accessing the wrong filo that 32 bit code
can be run under the 64 bit OS. Sounds good, da&aiYes, it does work, but with some caveats. iAdcan emulation
layer does slow the overall processing of softwas#ructions. Also, there is an increase in the am@f memory (virtual
memory included) needed for the additional 32ibilries that are loaded along with the 64 bit dtiboot time.

There are other problems, but to a somewhat lesgent as it affects fewer software applicatioreng 32 bit applications
still use 16 bit loaders. Since Windows 64 doessupportANY 16 bit code, these applications will not run, ©sl&Vin-
dows can transparently substitute an installer BRhbit code. Hopefully, all 32 bit software willentually have 32 bit
loaders or be replaced with 64 bit code. Additignalome 32 bit software requires the use of 32lbiters. These drivers
will not run on any 64 bit Windows platform. So iinhe drivers are available in a 64 bit form, thegpplications can't be
used with Windows 64.

Another consideration is that any utility softwdhat works at the hardware level must be 64 bits Generally includes
anti-virus software and other anti-malware produ€tsose few manufacturers | have checked do havkitbdersions of
their applications available. This includes somdcWiprovide free utility applications. This is jushe more item that
should be checked before you decide to move tolzt64S.

If you decide you want to upgrade to the 64 bitsi@r of Windows 7 when it is available, then yowéaeveral more
things to consider. No matter which 32 bit Windoxession you are currently using, you will have toal“clean” install of
the 64 bit version. That means backing up your tlagn external medium and formatting your hardelor at least a part
of it (one partition). You can install Windows 7 annew partition and dual boot with it and yourreat Windows version.
Or you can install the new version in the spactameed from your old version. Either way you withve to reinstall soft-
ware and drivers. Then you can restore your datdy iDyou upgrade to the Windows 7 32 bit versfoom Vista can you
do an “in-place” upgrade. If you are still runniXg you have no choice but to do a clean instattdovert to the 64 bit
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version. Of course, if you buy a new computer with 64 bit Windows 7 installed that reduces youbfegm to just installing
applications and data from your old computer.

| have already pre-ordered a 64 bit version of Wimsl 7. So, you see, | have answered the questimsdd in the title of this

article. When it arrives, in October, | will be fabing it, then testing drivers and applicatioM®u probably won't see any of my
experience until the December Monitor. In the miza@t | have obtained a 64 bit version of the Lir@®, Ubuntu. Over the

next few months | will be installing and testingpit my computer. So you will be seeing more abdubié computing. | hope it

will help you as the entire industry continues tova into a fully 64 bit era. Just think, the nexdvm, in a few years, will proba-
bly be to 128 bit computing!

Dr. Lewis is a former university and medical schpaifessor of physiology. He has been working vpinsonal computers for
over thirty years, developing software and assergldiystems.

* * These articles may be published only by APCU&mier user groups. All other uses are prohibitedtheldVused, APCUG must be
acknowledged as the source and the author creditée Editorial Committee of the Association of Beed Computer User Groups
(APCUG), an international organization of which Reeton PC Users Group is a member, brings thdicles to you. * *

All unattributed articles are solely the fault ohe editor.

This and previous Princeton PC User Group Newslettean be found at:

http://www.ppcug-nj.org/newsltr.html
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